Film Study Worksheet for the Documentary Shakespeare Behind Bars
Read the questions before you watch the film so that you will know what to look for while you watch. At breaks during the showing or at the film's end, you will have an opportunity to make short notes in the spaces provided. If you make notes while the film is playing, make sure that your note taking doesn't interfere with carefully watching the film. You do not need to make any notes on the worksheet but after the film is over you will be required to fully respond to the questions. 

Complete the assignment by answering each question in a paragraph. Answers need to be complete and comprehensive, demonstrating that you paid attention to the movie and thought about what was shown on the screen.  You may use more than one paragraph if necessary. Try to have the topic sentence of your first paragraph use key words from the question. All responses should be in complete sentences using proper spelling, grammar and punctuation.
The characters in The Tempest prominently featured in the film are: Prospero played by Hal; Antonio played by Leonard; Triculo played by Sammie; Calaban played by Big G; Miranda played by Red; Ariel played by Bulldog.
1.  State the title of the film and the year it was released.  Then briefly describe what the film is about. 
Notes:   ________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Before you saw the closing credits, which convict did you think would benefit the most from his experience playing a role in the play?  Explain.

Notes:   ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
3.    The men shown in the movie hustle (“con”) others in order to survive in prison.  Do you think they truly feel the remorse that they describe?   Are they conning themselves or is it the viewer they are trying to hustle?  Justify your conclusions.
Notes:   ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
4.  When the prisoners are doing their hustling, they act a part that serves their interests.  In the play they also act parts, however, the director tells them that acting in a play is different.  What does he say? Do you agree with the director?
Notes:   ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
5.   Describe any aspect of the film that showed you something you hadn’t seen before, caused you to think in a new way, or helped you understand something more thoroughly.  In addition, describe how it changed your thinking.
Notes:   ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
6.   Recent psychological studies tell us that the judgment centers in the brain do not fully mature until the mid-twenties.  Remember Rick, the second prisoner to play Antonio. He was sentenced as a young man to life in prison without the possibility of parole for a double murder.  Later, he took the shoelaces out of his shoes, tied them together into a noose and hung himself.  After viewing the film and learning these facts, what is your opinion about giving life sentences without the possibility of parole to young persons convicted of crimes such as murder? 
Notes:   ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
7.  Can art transform the human conscience?  Do you see that operating in the prisoners at Luther Luckett Prison?  Explain.
Notes:   ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
8. Leonard, the child molester says, "I don't want to be remembered for the very worst thing that I've done."   In your future life, what would you like to be remembered for?
Notes:   ________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
