Question #3 to Learning Guide to The Cove


3.   Audiences who see The Cove are routinely outraged. However, are we being hypocrites? Here are some facts that a defender of the dolphin slaughter might use to challenge critics.
· The entire Japanese dolphin slaughter kills or captures about 20,000 animals a year; a couple of thousand are taken at Taiji.
· In almost every developed country millions of animals are killed for meat each year. For example, when the number of cows and pigs killed in the U.S. is described in terms of the number of animals slaughtered per second, the statics show that for every second of every day of the year, the U.S. meat industry slaughters one cow (actually it's 1.1 cows) and 3.5 pigs. If a minute is spent reading this bullet point, that's 66 cows and 210 pigs — all killed. While Japan takes 20,000 dolphins a year; the U.S. slaughters well over 20,000 cows every 6 hours.

· Like dolphins, cows and pigs are sentient beings who love their offspring, hate pain, and want to continue living. Reports from slaughter houses routinely show that as animals are forced towards the killing floor, many express their terror.

· While they may not be as smart as dolphins, cows are smart enough to know what they want: just try getting between a cow and its calf. Pigs are highly intelligent, smarter than dogs, and very sensitive to emotions.

· Moreover, cows and pigs killed by the U.S. meat industry usually spend large portions of their lives standing in excrement in feed lots or confined to small cages on concrete floors. The dolphins captured or killed at Taiji swim free in the ocean all their lives except for a day or two of terror at the cove.

· The meat industry in every nation exists only because consumers like the taste and texture of flesh. People don't need to eat meat to have a healthy diet. In fact, human beings thrive on a plant-based diet. Therefore, it's not just the meat industry itself which is responsible for the massive killing of animals in developed countries, it is the consumers of meat who are ultimately responsible.

The question again, a little more precisely: Isn't any person who eats meat being hypocritical when he or she criticizes the Taiji dolphin enslavement and slaughter?
