Charlotte’s Web

Your child’s class has just finished reading Charlotte’s Web.  This book is a classic and contains sophisticated vocabulary. It will be helpful to your child if you read the book together at home, a few pages at a time, as bedtime reading, or at any other time. Divide up the reading responsibility as you see fit.  You can, for example, read one paragraph and have your child read the next.  All the words in Charlotte’s Web have been defined in class, but most children will benefit from a review. All children and most adults can improve their vocabularies with this book. Explain the meaning of the words that your child doesn't know and keep a dictionary by your side. If you aren't sure of the meaning of any word, take the time to look it up. It is excellent modeling for a parent to use a dictionary in front of a child. You can also have your child help you find words in the dictionary. This is excellent guided practice in using a dictionary and improves alphabetization skills.
It is also beneficial if you have short discussions with your child about the book.  Your purpose is not to be a teacher, but to have a friendly discussion. Go over two or three of the following discussion prompts that might interest your child. We may have gone over some of these in class.  I have added some suggested responses to some of the discussion prompts that are questions, but don’t feel that you have to follow them. Listen to what your child says.  If you disagree, give your perspective, always being respectful of what your child has said.
1.  Ask your child to tell you the story of how the book came to be written.  We went over this in class. 

2. Who was the most remarkable character in this story?
3. Was Fern's family right in giving Wilbur to Uncle Homer when the family knew that Uncle Homer intended to kill Wilbur for a Christmas ham?

4. Templeton always had to be shown how it was in his interest to do something for someone else, like when Wilbur had to promise that Templeton would get first choice of the slops in order to get the rat to save Charlotte's egg sac. Was Templeton really as selfish as he seemed? Suggested Response: There is no one right answer to this question. One theory is that Templeton really wanted to do the right thing but he viewed himself as a selfish animal that needed some personal benefit before he would do anything for anyone else.
5. How should Wilbur have felt about Charlotte's death? Suggested Response: One is always sad to lose a friend. However, most types of spiders live only one season. Charlotte had lived a very full life and Wilbur had helped to make that life a happy one by being Charlotte's friend and by giving her a monumental challenge to overcome. The end of the season was Charlotte's time to die. So Wilbur should have been sad, but also thankful that his friend had lived a full and happy life to its natural end.
6.  In this movie, Charlotte took a big risk. What was it? Suggested Response: She promised her friend, Wilbur, that she could control the actions of the human beings. But when she made this promise, Charlotte had no idea about how she was going to do this and she had no control over the human beings. It's always dangerous to promise what you don't know that you can deliver.
Here are some games that you can play with your child.

1. Wonderful Words --- Templeton found scraps of paper with words for Charlotte to use in describing Wilbur. With your child, collect things from around the house that have words printed on them such as cereal boxes, magazines, junk mail, empty bottles with the labels still attached, and newspapers. Cut out, or write onto paper, words that describe a pet, your child, a friend, or a relative. Try to find words that are just a little more difficult than words that your child already knows. Explain the meaning of these words. If there are any that you don't know, look up the meaning and pronunciation in the dictionary. Get a piece of paper and help your child put the new words into a sentence describing the person you have selected.  You can have your child write this sentence down.  There are also games on the Internet which are based on the wonderful words in Charlotte's Web. Visit “Gamequarium” for vocabulary games for each chapter in Charlotte’s Web.  Kid Crosswords” has a list of words from Charlotte's Web, complete with helpful definitions.

2.    Charlotte's Webs --- Remember how amazing it was when Charlotte wrote words into her web? You and your child can do the same thing . . . just a bit differently.  Start with a piece of construction paper. Trace an outline of a web with a pencil, and work with your child to come up with a word that describes a pet, your child, a friend, or a member of your family. Words such as fun, loyal, and loving are examples. Fit this word into the web, then trace over the pencil outline with a thin line of white glue. (Don't use a glue stick, you want a thin line.) Have your child shake glitter over the glue lines. Use lighter glitter for darker colored paper, and darker glitter for lighter paper.  Then hold the paper up and shake off the excess. (Be sure to do this outside, on a craft table, or over some newspaper.) Wait for your wordy web to dry, and then hang it in a window or on a wall or bulletin board.  Then repeat this for other pets, members of your family, or for friends. (Instructions adapted from Enchanted Learning's Halloween Crafts -- http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/halloween/spiderweb/ )

3.   Animal Guessing Games --- Just like how every person is different, every animal is different. Think of an animal (start with an easy one like a dog or a cat) and give small clues until your child can guess what it is. For instance, “It has a furry body; it walks on four legs; it likes to play fetch.” You can make the animal more and more difficult to guess (donkey, lizard, koala) and you can also turn this into a "20 Questions" type of game, by having your child think of an animal (and keep it secret) with you asking only questions which can be answered with a "yes" or a "no". Such as, does it walk on four legs? Can it fit in the car? Does it like to drink milk? Make sure to reverse the roles, so that both of you can do some guessing!

More reading:  Other delightful books by E.B. White include Stuart Little and The Trumpet of the Swan. You can find these books online or at your local library.

Good luck, and enjoy.
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