
SUGGESTED RESPONSES TO FILM STUDY WORKSHEET FOR 
MUSIC WITHIN 
Students: If you are reading this for the answers, be careful not to plagiarize.  Read the responses, accept what you agree with, reject what you disagree with, add your own thoughts, mix them all together, and express the result in your own words; then go back and make sure you have not plagiarized what is written here. 
1. Write a brief summary of the main plot, describing the event that is the focus of the film and stating where and when the event takes place.  (1 paragraph)

SUGGESTED RESPONSE:  Richard Pimentel has a difficult childhood and enlists in the army during the Vietnam War.  He is wounded, and as a result, he has very loud ringing in his ears that interferes with his hearing.  When he comes back to the U.S., he becomes aware of discrimination against the disabled.  He gets a job helping Vietnam veterans find work and he becomes a crusader for the rights of the disabled.  Richard is instrumental in getting the ADA passed by Congress. The story occurs in the U.S. beginning in the 1940s and ending in 1990.
2. Name and describe the protagonist and the antagonist in this story. (2 paragraphs)
SUGGESTED RESPONSE:  Richard is the protagonist of the story.  At first, he is trying to find his place in life.  Because of his friendships with Art and disabled Vietnam vets, he becomes obsessed with improving the lives of people who are disabled.  This leads him to ignore his girlfriend, Christine.  One of the reasons that Richard behaves obsessively is that he is constantly trying to accomplish something to earn his mother’s love.
The antagonist is not a person but is instead society’s attitude toward people with disabilities and the way that it treats them. 
3. In the story told by the film, what is the main conflict, and how is it resolved?  (1 paragraph)
SUGGESTED RESPONSE:  The main conflict is whether Richard will be able to get society to accept the disabled as people and as potential employees and to remove the artificial barriers that have been placed in the way of the disabled.
4. Historical fiction employs the literary devices of fiction.  Identify and describe two literary devices employed in the movie other than conflict, antagonist, protagonist, and imagery. Other literary devices employed by the moviemakers may include: prologue, expository phase, voice, symbol, foreshadowing, flashback, irony, foil, archetype, motif, characterization, conflict, climax, and denouement.  For each literary device that you identify, describe the role that the literary device plays in presenting the story told by the film. (2 paragraphs)
SUGGESTED RESPONSE:  It is ironic that the professor who denied Richard a scholarship was so harsh with him because the professor suffered from the disability of bipolar personality disorder and Richard’s try-out had been on a day when the professor was feeling negative toward people.  His rejection of Richard set in motion the chain of events that lead Richard to become and advocate for the disabled.  This is an example of situational irony and helps to emphasize the theme of the story. 

The story is told through a first-person voiceover narration by Richard.  Most of the action occurs in flashbacks between instances of narration.  This allows the moviemakers to comment on events as they occur and makes the presentation much shorter than it would otherwise have been. It makes the story much more personal.
[Note to Teachers: Some of the other literary devices in the film include: (1) foil – Christine’s male friend is a foil for Richard because he is disdainful of Art’s disability, he is comfortable with an open relationship with Christine, and he is there when Christine needs him; Richard is none of these; and (2) motif -  the music is a motif calling us back to the times described in the movie.  This list is not exclusive.]
5. Describe two events in the story in which the protagonist acts in order to resolve the main conflict. (2 paragraphs)
SUGGESTED RESPONSE:   Richard tries to get jobs for disabled veterans. Richard writes a course for employers in how to employ disabled people. 
6. Describe two images or scenes from the film that stand out in your mind. Discuss why those images impressed you and how they relate to the themes of the movie. This question and question # 7 ask about your personal experience or intentions; you may therefore respond to them in the first person. All other responses should be in the third person. (2 – 6 paragraphs)
SUGGESTED RESPONSE:  The scene in which Richard meets Art is memorable because it is the first time that we see this wonderful character who has changed the way that I look at people who are severely disabled.   In this scene, Richard sees that Art is a person and accepts him despite his disability.  In fact, Art’s disability causes him to speak in a way that Richard can hear. The fact that the disabled are people who do have abilities is a major theme of the film.  
The second image is the one in which Art and Richard are refused service at the restaurant and arrested under an ugly law.  This is a striking example of the injustice of treating the disabled as second-class citizens, one of the main themes of the movie.
7.  Art says that the most what most disabled people want, other than making love, is for other people to notice them.  How should people treat Art and other disabled people?

SUGGESTED RESPONSE:  The disabled should be treated as human beings.  The reaction of people to the disabled should not focus on their disability.  This does not mean to ignore the disability, because it is part of the package of attributes possessed by that individual.  The disabled individual should be treated as the unique human being that he or she is.

8. Pick one of the following factors that play an important role in the film. They are: political, economic, religious, social, and ideological.  How does the film reflect the factor you identified? Be specific.  For extra credit, pick a second factor and describe how the film reflects that factor. (1 paragraph per factor)
SUGGESTED RESPONSE:  The most important factor in the film is the social change needed in society in its attitudes toward the disabled.   This is shown in the way that people treat Art, Mike, and even Richard, including the scene at the skating rink, the scene when the two girls say that Art is gross, the scene at the restaurant when Art is refused service, and when the government bureaucrat refuses to approve a scholarship for Richard because he is deaf.  The film reflects how Richard came to understand that the disabled were being treated unfairly and how he battled for the rights of the disabled.
A second factor is the political factor.  Securing rights for the disabled was accomplished through politics, when Congress passing a law protecting the rights of the disabled.  This is shown in the scenes of the celebration of the passage of the law.
9. Describe a lesson from this film that viewers can apply to their own lives, either as citizens or in their relations with family and friends. Detail the events that relate to this lesson.  (1 – 3 paragraphs)
SUGGESTED RESPONSE:   [There are a number of possibilities, which include the following:] If you see an injustice in society or something that needs to change, and if you are committed and work hard, you can help be part of the solution.   This movie shows how Richard found a problem in the way that society treated the handicapped and worked to fix that problem. 

[There are obviously additional lessons that could be mentioned.  Here are a few examples: (1) There should be no discrimination against the disabled, but they should be encouraged to participate as much as they can in society.  (2) People have to invest in their relationships, and if they ignore their significant other, the relationship may fall apart. (3) Parents, for example Richard’s mother, have an obligation to put the needs of their children above their own feelings.  While the fact that Richard’s mother was mentally ill may provide an excuse for her actions, the point still remains that she did not give her son what he needed.]
10.    Given the fact that the audience will take away from this film an impression of the historical events or figures portrayed in the movie, do you think that on the whole, this film improves the viewer’s understanding of the historical events as they actually occurred?  Justify your conclusion.  (1 – 3 paragraphs)
SUGGESTED RESPONSE: Most people don’t know about how the disabled were discriminated against nor do they know about the movement for the rights of the disabled.   Since the film gives an accurate portrayal of the way that the disabled were treated in the period 1940 to 1990, since it describes major events in the life of Richard Pimentel, and since it describes his efforts to improve the lives of the disabled, the movie increases viewers’ understanding of history.  The movement to improve the lives of the disabled and to grant them the rights to access and to participate as much as they can in society was one of several improvements in human rights that took place in the U.S. during the 20th century. For that reason, it is important to know about the situation before the movement to improve the lives of the disabled began and the efforts made to rectify that situation.
Extra Credit Question  -- While the movie is playing, pay attention to the lyrics and look for instances when they match or comment on the action of the film.  Your grade will get ten extra points out of 100 if you give two examples of instances in the film when the lyrics to the song on the soundtrack match or comment on actions taking place in the story.   Your answer should give the lyrics (you can approximate if you can’t remember the exact words) and a brief description of what is going on in the film when the song is played on the soundtrack.

SUGGESTED RESPONSE:   They include: "We’ve got to get out of this place," played when the Vietnam sequences are shown; "It’s your thing, do what you want to do," played when Richard is pushing Art on the skating rink floor; "Any trick in the book baby, that I can find," played after Richard is trying to catch a ride with Christine by tearing down the signs in which she is looking for someone to share the cost of driving to the concert; "Magic Carpet Ride," played when Christine, Richard and Art are driving to San Francisco; "Don’t You Want Somebody to Love," played when Richard is with Christine at the concert.
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