
MOVIES AS LITERATURE HOMEWORK PROJECT
Course and Term:  _______________________________________________________________________

There are many kinds of stories that we come across in daily life. There are the stories in books that people read and which we study in English class.  There are also stories in movies, television shows, video games, and the lyrics of some songs.  

All types of stories are built using what are called the elements of fiction.  All stories have a protagonist (for example, the hero) and an antagonist (for example, the villain).   Good stories have an interesting plot with a stirring climax. Most fiction, in books and on screens, use literary devices such as voice, motif, symbol, foreshadowing, flashback, echoing, irony, or choice of language.
People study the way stories are put together for different reasons.  Some analyze stories because the beauty and meaning of any tale is enhanced when we understand what the author, screenwriter, or video game creator is doing.  Some study fiction so that they can write stories themselves as books or screenplays. Others study fiction because they are interested in different facets of the world. Many study fiction because it’s a required subject and they want to get a good grade in English class.  Whatever the reason you study stories, it’s fun to study the stories in popular movies and that’s what this project is about.
For this assignment, choose two films that are works of fiction.  Three must be from the attached list and one can be any movie rated G, PG or PG-13 that you like and that your parents approve.  R rated movies are not acceptable, even if your parents allow you to watch them.  Only one of the films may be a movie that you have previously seen.  If you pick a movie you have already seen, you must watch it again specifically for this assignment.  Before watching each film read the questions in the Film Study Worksheet and keep the questions in mind as you view the film.  To answer all the questions, you may need to watch the film twice.
The films on the attached list can be found at video stores, libraries, or online.  They are also sometimes shown on television. All of the films are G, PG or PG-13 or equivalent. BE SURE TO GET YOUR PARENTS’ PERMISSION BEFORE WATCHING ANY FILM FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT.  

Do not ask to substitute a movie that is not on the list. The films that I specially recommend are noted on the list with an asterisk, but each of the other films are excellent and are acceptable for the assignment.

The responses to the questions on the Film Study Worksheet will be due on the following dates.  Late submissions reduce the score by ten points per day.
First Film:       ____________________________  Second Film:   ____________________________ 
Responding to the questions on the Film Study Worksheet should take you at least three hours, in addition to watching the movie. You should write a draft of your answers, wait a day or two and then prepare the final. Staple the rough draft to the final when you turn in your project.
Do not wait until the last minute to complete this project, because you may be assigned homework in this or other classes on the due dates.  I will assume that you are doing this project well in advance of the deadline for submission.
Each time you view a film for this project take several short three to five minute breaks in order to take notes of answers to some of the questions. If you take notes while the movie is running, make sure that your note taking doesn’t interfere with carefully watching the film.   

All responses should be in the form of complete sentences using proper grammar and correct spelling.  Questions need to be answered completely and comprehensively, demonstrating that you paid attention to the movie and thought about what was shown on the screen. You do not need to rewrite the questions before the answers. You are encouraged to watch films together in small groups and to discuss the movies with others who have seen them, including your parents.  However, the responses need to be in your own words using your own voice.
100 points are possible depending on quality of responses and level of effort. And please, PROOFREAD!!  Spelling and grammar errors are not acceptable. 
FILM STUDY WORKSHEET

EXPOSITORY PHASE

1. Where is the story set and what is the time period?
2. Who is the protagonist and what is he or she like? 
3. What is the conflict that is driving the protagonist to act? 
4. Is there a backstory or a subplot?   If so, describe one of them. 
COMPLICATION PHASE
5.  Describe three actions that the protagonist takes in order to try to resolve the conflict.

RESOLUTION

6. What is the climax or moment of highest tension and how is the conflict resolved? 
7. What aspects of the protagonist’s character lead to this resolution? 
8. Describe any outside forces that contribute to the success or failure of the protagonist. 

9. What lessons from this film can viewers apply to their own lives?   Name three and for each describe the lesson.  If you can recall some dialogue that relates to any of the lessons, describe what was said.  For each lesson, describe how the personality traits of the characters and the events of the story teach the lesson.  There may be less than three lessons in the movie but try to find three.

ARTISTIC ELEMENTS
10. Describe how two devices of fiction, such as motif, symbol, foreshadowing, flashback, echoing, irony, or choice of language affect plot progression, assist in character development, or convey meaning.

11. Do you find any archetypes in this story, such as the hero, the mentor, the trickster, the mother, the father, the maiden or the child? If so, describe the attributes of two characters that partake of an archetype and their role in the story.
12. How do music, lighting, or camera work establish tone or illuminate meaning? 
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