Medical Ethics Questions for “Lorenzo’s Oil”

Your answer must be in complete sentences. Use proper English grammar and

spelling. Penmanship, grammar and spelling will count in your grade.

1. What risks did the Odones take by giving a combination of oleic acid and erucic acid

to Lorenzo?

2. What did the Odones do that no ethical scientist would do?

3. What is a clinical trial? Why are there such strict rules regulating clinical trials?

4. What are anecdotal results and why are research doctors suspicious of them? Give an

example of an anecdotal result from the movie.

5. Why don't drug companies usually develop drugs for diseases like ALD? Do you fault them for this?

6. What was different about the Odone's situation that justified their willingness to take

the risks despite the objections of the physicians?

7. Why is ALD called an “orphan disease”?

8. What is the goal of the Myelin Project, the foundation started by the Odones?

9. Do you think that female carriers of ALD should have children? What about the boys

who, because of Lorenzo's Oil and careful medical treatment, survive to adulthood and

get married? Should they have children?

10. Do you think that the leaders of the ALD society (Mr. and Mrs. Muscatine) as

portrayed in the movie acted in the way that leaders of a support group should act?
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