NOTES ON EPISODES IN “UNCHAINED MEMORIES”

These are notes to help in recalling the episodes.  They are not complete.  Full texts of the narratives can be found at Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1938.  
1. James Green*  – Talks about that  “unlucky star day” when he was taken from his mother by the master and sold off without warning.  Taken for a walk down the street and never heard or saw his mother again.

2. Sarah Gudger – Never knew what it was to rest. Always worked.   “Honey, you can’t know what I time I had. All cold and hungry. … It’s the gospel truth.”
3. Charley Williams – “Bells and horns” told the slaves to go to the field and to come back. 
4. Frances Black – “He bought you for to play with me.”
5. Martin Jackson – “My earliest recollection is the day my old boss presented me to his son, Joe as his property.  I was about five years old and my new master was only two.” 
6. Henry Coleman – Used peacock feathers for fly brushes. 
7. Jennie Proctor*  –  “I’s heared tell of them good slave days. I ain’t never seen no good times then.” Ms. Proctor describes how, as a young girl, she ate a biscuit. She resisted a beating and was whipped. Salt was rubbed into her wounds.   The second entry talks about learning to reading at night so that they wouldn’t get caught.  They’d be sold if they were caught with a book in their hand. 

8. Elizabeth Sparks* –  Her aunt would have to knit all day and when she got sleepy she would be required to knit standing up.  “That’s the way white folks was.  Some had hearts. Some had gizzards instead a hearts.”
9. Rosa Starke – She talks about classes among whites and slaves.
10. Cato Carter *– The white folks “was always good to me because I was one of their blood. … My brothers and sisters they lived with the nigger folk because they was mostly niggers.”  He spent his money on fine clothes and drove the carriage.  “ . . . I was about the most dudish nigger in these parts.”  Mr. Carter is also featured at episode  46.
11. Mary Reynolds* – She describes playing with the white kids in the doll house.  “We ain’t no niggers because we got the same Daddy you has and he comes to see us near every day and fetches us clothes and things from town….”  The Mistress heard them.  “He is our daddy and we calls him Daddy when he comes to our house to see our Momma.”  Ms. Reynolds is also featured at episodes 24, 32, 36 & 49.
12. Rev. Israel Massie – Talks about how the overseer or master who wanted to have sex with a slave who was married would send the husband out to do some work and then get into bed with the wife.  Some women would resist and some would submit for fear of a beating.  The slave husbands were powerless. 
13. Fannie Berry *– This slave woman was more than a match for the white men who tried to rape her.  Some female slaves were beaten badly and some killed when if they didn’t submit.  Ms. Berrie is also featured at episodes 22 and 34.
14. Mary Estes Peters* – This woman was the product of the rape of her mother by the three sons of the mistress.  The boys got a whipping when her mother told the Mistress what had happened. “And that’s the way I came to be here.”
15. Sarah Ashley* – Describes the quota of 300 pounds of cotton picked in each day.  She never got whipped because she always picked her 300 pounds.  She was proud of her abilities.
16. Charles Grandy* –  He describes how slaves were staked and beaten.  “Then they checker you, in other words they beat you cross-wise and so you flesh would cut up in squares.” 
17. William Colbert – Mr. Colbert describes the beating to death of his brother January. “Massa, Massa, have mercy on this poor nigga”.
18. Katie Darling – She describes what happens when a slave dies. “When a slave die, Massa make the coffin and send a couple of niggers to bury him, sayin, ‘Don’t be long. And no singin or prayin allowed. Put him in the ground and cover him up.  Hurry on back to that field.’”
19. Willis Coffer – Mr. Coffer relates the story of a burial and funeral.
20. Vinnie Brunson  -- “Yessum. The nigger used to sing to nearly everything he did. It was just the way he expressed his feelings. It made him relief. It is the nigger’s most joy and most comfort when he needs all these things.  They sing about the joys in the next world and the trouble in this.”

21. John Crawford – He talks about singing in the field and making up words and songs.
22. Fannie Berry* – She talks about singing when the slaves go to work in the morning.  Ms. Berry is also featured at episodes 13 and 34.
23. Jack & Rose Maddox* – This husband and wife disagree about whether they were better off during slavery.  The wife says that the whites were good to her.  The husband hates the whites for what they did to him.   His mother died when he was three or four.  Life was a misery.  “I hate the white man every time I think of being [treated] no more than animals.” His father was a blacksmith. The wife never knew her father. She looked on her mother like a savior.  Her master treated her well. He had about 12 slaves that he hardly whipped.  They had good little cabins with cotton mattresses and sheets. 
24. Mary Reynolds* –  Ms. Reynolds talks about garden patches, if they were given, and how the slaves had to be worked at night when the work on the plantation was over.  Ms. Reynolds is also featured in episodes 11, 32, 36 and 49.
25. Louisa Adams – She talks about the sorry state of their shoes and leaving bloody tracks as they walked.
26. Octavia George – She recalls slaves eating rice and beans out of a trough like livestock. 
27. Sarah Ashley – Ms. Ashley recalls that the slaves never got enough to eat. They had to steal food.
28. Charles Grandy – He’d steal chickens off their roost to get enough food. 

29. Shang Harris – He notes that the first stealing that was done was in Africa by the whites.
30. Beverly Jones – Ms. Jones describes how the preachers told slaves to obey their masters.  The preachers said they’d be happy in heaven but didn’t say the slaves would be free in heaven.
31. Wash Wilson – Mr. Wilson describes how secret religious meetings were held at night.
32. Mary Reynolds* – She talks about how the slaves prayed for shoes that fit and enough to eat. They prayed especially for fresh meat.  Ms. Reynolds is also featured in episodes 11, 24, 36 and 49.
33. Marshal Butler – He was caught returning from seeing a girl and beaten by the paddyrollers. 
34. Fannie Berry – Ms. Berry describes respectable dancing at arm’s length.  She is also featured in episodes 13 and 22.)
35. Lucinda Laurance Jurden – She talks about courting with honeyed chestnuts.
36. Mary Reynolds* – Her father was a free man and tried to buy the mother and children out of slavery.  But the master wouldn’t sell.  The father finally agreed to work the fields with the slaves to be near his family.   Ms. Reynolds is also featured in episodes 11, 24, 32, and 49.
37. Tempie Hurndon Durham  - She describes her wedding and how her veil was made out of a used window white net curtain.  She jumped over the broomstick better than her husband which mean that she would be the dominant partner in the marriage.  Her husband was owned by a different master and she saw him only from Saturday morning to Sunday night, each week. They had 11 children. 
38. Rose Williams* – She describes how she was required to live with a slave named Rufus. She objected but was threatened with a whipping at the stake.  “So I yields.”
39. Sarah Frances Shaw Graves* – Ms. Graves talks about down payments for slaves and  “allotment”, i.e., mortgaging a slave. “Times don’t change, just the merchandise.”
40. Laura Clark – Her mother had to be left behind because new owner didn’t buy her.  Her mother was crying as the children left for the new plantation.  “ . . . I never seen her no more in this life.”
41. W. L. Bost – Mr. Bost describes what happened when slaves were bought by speculators. 
42. Unidentified woman – White people at slave auctions would sell mother and father to one person and children to another.

43. Unidentified man –  “I was just a little thing.  Tooked away from my mammy and pappy just when I needed them the most.”

44. Another unidentified man – The ones between 18 and 30 always bring the most money.  Plumping the women to show how fat she was and her general condition and pull her breasts to show how good she was for raising. Luisa, age 24. Sold to the highest bidder. Sold as a slave for life. 

45. Robert Falls* – He states that if he had it to do over, he’d die fighting rather than be a slave.  His father was a fighter, mean as a bear and sold many times.

46. Cato Carter* – Mr. Carter (who was mostly white, see #10) was told by his master to kill another slave. But he refused and ran away. “I hated to go but today I is a old man and my hands ain’t stained with no blood.”
47. Thomas Cole – He was sent hunting and escaped. He fled from dogs, followed the North Star, and hoped to meet Harriet Tubman.
48. Arnold Gragston* – He would row escaped slaves across the Ohio river to the  Freedom Stairway in Ripley, Ohio. See Learning Guide for a picture of the Freedom Stairway.  Mr. Gragston is also featured in episode 50.
49. Mary Reynolds* – Young nursing mother who tried to escape was caught by dogs and mutilated. Ms. Reynolds is also featured in episodes 11, 24, 32, and 36.
50. Arnold Gragston * – Mr. Gragston took his own freedom with his family and moved to Detroit. He saved slaves he could “touch and feel but never see”.  Mr. Gragston is also featured in episode 48.
51. Katie Row* – The master threatened to kill his slaves rather than allow Union soldiers to free them.  Ms. Row is also featured in episode #54.
52. Pfc Spottswood Rice* – A black Union soldier writes to his children: “Be assured that I will have you, if it costs me my life. Oh, my dear children, how I do want to see you.”
53. William Moore* – Mr. Moore describes the disruptions of Emancipation:  “Where we goin? What about supper?”
54. Katie Rowe* – She describes how, one day, the horn blew at the wrong time.  A white man tells the assembled slaves to remember June 4, 1865: “Cause you don’t have to get up and go by the horn no mo. … You got all the right in life as any white people got.”  She said, “It was the fourth day of June in 1865. I begins to live.”  Ms. Row is also featured in episode #51.
55. Wash Ingram – Mr. Ingram’s master had 350 slaves and didn’t give them their freedom until a year after surrender. 
56. Robert Falls – He describes how, after Emancipation, people were walking the roads. “What you goin to do?” “Don’t know.”
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