Comprehension Test -- We Were Warriors -- Nashville 1960
Answer in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.  Use proper English grammar and spelling.  Penmanship will also count in your grade.     Write your name, the date and the period at the top of your answer sheet.  Do not copy the questions.
1.  Segregation can be defined as the separation of black and white Americans in social, political and economic spheres of life. Describe the ways in which blacks were harmed by segregation, the ways in which it harmed whites, and the way in which it harmed the nation.

2.  What characteristics of population and tradition made Nashville a good place in which to mount a challenge to the segregation of department store lunch counters?

3.  Explain the symbolic value of the lunch counters of downtown department stores targeted by the sit-in demonstrators.

4.  What happened on February 27, 1960, the day the students labeled "Big Saturday"? Did it work to the advantage of the students or that of the segregationists? Explain the reasons for your answer.

5.  What would have probably happened had the demonstrators fought back when they were attacked?

6.  What strategic advantage did the demonstrators gain by deciding to remain in jail rather than posting the $50 bail?

7.  Mr. Lawson instructed the demonstrators to look their attackers in the eye. What was his purpose in giving this instruction?

8.  The sit-ins, marches, and boycott were designed to address many audiences. Describe four of these audiences and explain the demonstrators’ reasons for targeting these audiences.

9.  The students considered the mass arrests to be a victory. What was their reasoning?

10.  When he was a young man, Mr. Lawson went to jail rather than cooperate in any way with the United States military. People have very different opinions about whether this was a patriotic act. However, looking at the accomplishments of Mr. Lawson over his long career, do you think he was a patriotic American?
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