Set Up the Sub  -- Cast Away Unit – Teacher Instructions
English Language Arts Packet for Grades 9 - 12
Cast Away provides an important learning experience, as well as an opportunity for substitutes to keep your students interested and working on assignments essential to any secondary level English Language Arts (ELA) curriculum. 

Curriculum Standards: The assignments in this packet will help students understand that movies can be a form of artistic expression, conveying meaningful messages.  It will also help students master the following skills required by ELA curriculum standards for most states:
· Literary response and analysis;
· Analysis and evaluation of oral and media communication;  and
· Written English language conventions.

Cast Away falls perfectly into chunks. The accompanying worksheets enable substitutes to start and stop the film in logical places. The packet is designed so that you can easily pick up where the substitute left off, in case you return before the lesson is completed.

Time for the Lesson: Between one and two weeks, depending on the amount of class time spent discussing the questions suggested in the student packet and completing the assignments described in the student packet.
How to Prepare: Before you are absent, review the student packet and modify it for your classes. Then, make any necessary changes on the “Instructions for the Substitute.”  For example, students in some classes may be able to read the student packet to themselves, while the best approach for other classes will be to read the packets out loud in class.  Some classes need to complete all of the assignments in class, while others can complete sections of the student packet at home. 

Place a DVD of the movie, the completed instructions, and enough copies of the student packet for each class in an easily accessible location. If your absence is unexpected, you will be able tell an administrator where the substitute should look for the materials.
Be sure to give the substitute an instruction about how much time each class should be given to complete assignments, which assignments should be given as homework, and which questions should be discussed in class. If necessary, prepare a separate set of instructions for each period. 
TeachWithMovies.com has created an answer key for the assignments.

The next two sheets are designed to be copied front and back and given to the substitute.

Written by Mary Red Clay and James Frieden. 
Cast Away -- Instructions for the Substitute, Period(s) ________:
1. Distribute the Cast Away Student Packet and tell students that each day they should bring lined paper and a pen or pencil to class so that they can take notes and answer questions in the Student Packet.

2. Have the class read the Terms Defined, Historical Context, Worksheets, and Expository Phase sections of the Student Packet out loud, asking different students to read each definition or paragraph. 

Play the movie, stopping briefly just a few minutes into the film when we see the names “Dick and Bettina” on the sign arching over the road to the farmhouse. Instruct  students to answer question #1.  The expository phase of the film lasts from the beginning to the transition between the airplane crash and Chuck’s time on the island. It ends just as morning breaks and the sun awakens Chuck while he is still in the life raft. This section takes about 31 minutes. If the class ends before the expository phase is completed, in the next class, start the movie three or four minutes before the point at which you left off.

3. When the expository phase of the movie is completed, give students time to write their response to the Expository Phase section of the Student Packet or assign them as homework as instructed below.

4. After the time allowed for writing responses to the Expository Phase questions has expired, tell the class to listen carefully to the soundtrack, notice what Chuck does, and look carefully at what the filmmakers show us in the next section of the movie.   Then play the On the Island section of the film, which starts as dawn breaks and Chuck wakes up in the life raft on the beach.  This is scene 9 on the DVD.  It ends as the camera moves from flames in the cave to ripples on the ocean, about 48 minutes further into the movie. The next section has begun when the screen displays the words “Four Years Later”; pause the movie at that point.  (Note that the class will not have read the On the Island section of the student packet before the students see this part of the film.)
5. Give students time to read and answer the questions in the On the Island section of their packet or assign them as homework as instructed below.

6. Before showing the next section, remind the class to listen carefully to the soundtrack, notice what Chuck does, and look carefully at what the filmmakers show us.  Then play the Escape from the Island section of the film. This begins at scene 20 on the DVD and ends on the first scene showing Chuck on the plane coming home. This part of the film lasts about 32 minutes.  (Note that the class will not have read the Escape from the Island section of the student packet before the students see this part of the film.)

7. Give students time to answer the questions in the Escape from the Island section of their packets or assign them as homework as instructed below.

8. Play the film to its conclusion, reminding the class again to listen carefully to the soundtrack, notice what Chuck does, and look carefully at what the filmmakers show us. Restart the DVD at scene 26 and allow it to run until the closing credits begin to roll. This will take approximately 30 minutes. (Note that the class will not have read the Resolution section of the student packet before they see this part of the film.) 

9. Give students time to answer the remaining questions on their worksheet or assign them as homework as instructed below.
10. For each period, on a separate sheet of paper, make a note of that period’s progress on the assignment and any other matters that might help the person who comes after you. Be sure to date your notes and leave them in the same location that you found these instructions. 
Additional Instructions: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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